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Deputies were at the location dispersing a large “flyer party.” Deputies Hernandez, 
Jove, Gonzalez, and three other deputies were in the rear yard of the residence. 
Other deputies were in the front yard. The attendees were cooperative and 
complying with the deputies’ directions. 


Deputy Hernandez decided to make contact with two male gang members nearby. 
He quickly began a cursory search of the first male. He saw that the other individual, 
Suspect Saucedo, was reaching for a gun in his waistband. Deputy Hernandez 
shouted “gun” to his partners. Because of several partygoers still in the immediate 
area, Deputy Hernandez grabbed the suspect's gun hand in order to control and 
disarm him. The suspect pointed the pistol over his shoulder and fired two rounds at 
Deputy Hernandez. Both fell to the ground as the handgun hit the concrete patio. 
Deputy Hernandez rolled away as the suspect retrieved the handgun and began to 
raise it at the deputies. Fearing for the safety of all those in the area, Deputies 
Hernandez, Jove, and Gonzalez each fired a volley of shots from their duty weapons, 
striking the suspect. The suspect then fell to the ground and dropped the pistol. 


Suspect Saucedo sustained multiple gunshot wounds to the torso. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 


A loaded Glock, .40 caliber pistol was recovered adjacent to the suspect's body. 
One expended shell casing was “stove-piped” in the slide and an additional shell 
casing was recovered. Suspect Saucedo’s “associate” fled the scene and has not 


been identified 
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On November 10, 2010 the Executive Force Review Committee convened and 
conducted a review regarding the facts of this case. The applicable policies that 
were evaluated by the committee were: MPP §§ 3-01/025.00, Use of Force; 3- 
01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly Force; 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force; 
and 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards. 


Concerning: 


MPP § 3-01/025.00, Use of Force, MPP § 3-01/025.30, Use of Firearms and Deadly 
Force, and MPP § 3-01/025.10, Unreasonable Force, the Committee determined that 
the force used by Deputies Raquel Gonzales rmando Hernandez 

and Julio Jove a reasonable and necessary and in compliance 
with Department policy. 


MPP § 3-01/050.10, Performance to Standards, the Committee determined that the 
tactics employed by all personnel in this incident were within Department Policy. 


Eric с Smith, Commander 
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Investigative Summary 


Incident: Hit Shooting 
LASD Report: 009-15336-2177-013 
IAB File: $H2248403 


Opening Statement 
On August 7, 2009 (Friday), Internal Affairs Bureau Lieutenant Roderick Kusch, Sergeants 


Eric Strong and Ben Garcia responded to Г Walcorf Avenue. Century Station 
Deputies Raquel Gonzalez, Armando Hernandez, and Julio Jove fired rounds from their 
department-authorized, duty weapons at Guillermo Saucedo (striking him), after Suspect 
Saucedo pulled a handgun from his waistband and fired at the deputies. 


Synopsis 

Deputies were at the location dispersing a large “flyer party,” which was attended by more 
than 100 partygoers. Those attending the party were charged admission and there was 
a live band playing. Deputies Hernandez, Jove, Gonzalez, and three other deputies were 
in the rear yard of the residence contacting band members and directing attendees to 
leave the party. Other deputies were in the front yard directing people away from the party. 
The attendees were cooperative and complying with the deputies’ directions. 


After Deputy Hernandez spoke with band members, he noticed two male gang members 
nearby. Deputy Hernandez decided to make contact with them. He ordered both to stop, 
then quickly began a cursory search of the first male. As he was doing so, he saw that the 
other individual, Suspect Saucedo, had a gun in his waistband and was reaching for it. 
Deputy Hernandez immediately shouted “gun” to his partners. Because of several 
partygoers still in the immediate area, Deputy Hernandez could not fire at the suspect, but 
grabbed the suspect’s gun hand in order to control and disarm him. A short struggle 
ensued, during which the suspect pointed the pistol over his shoulder and fired two rounds 
at Deputy Hernandez. The suspect and Deputy Hernandez both fell to the ground as the 
handgun hit the concrete patio. Deputy Hernandez rolled away from the suspect as he 
retrieved the handgun and began to raise it at the deputies. Fearing for their safety, the 
safety of each other, and the numerous partygoers, Deputies Hernandez, Jove, and 
Gonzalez each fired a volley of shots from their duty weapons, striking the suspect. The 
suspect then fell to the ground and dropped the pistol. 


Suspect Saucedo sustained multiple gunshot wounds to the torso. He was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 


A loaded Glock, .40 caliber pistol was recovered adjacent to the suspect's body. One 


expended shell casing was “stove-piped” in the slide and an additional shell casing was 
recovered. 
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Deputy Hernandez sustained abrasions and bruising on his legs and knees from 
grabbling with the suspect on the concrete patic. 


Deputies Jove and Gonzalez were uninjured. 


Suspect Saucedo’s “associate” fled the scene and has not been identified. 


Involved Personnel 
Raquel Gonzales, Deputy, жиш 


Work History 

Date of Employment: 

Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Date Assigned to Century Station: 01/25/09 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Founded Force Incident(s): 


Armando Hernandez, Deputy, i 


Work History 

Date of Employment: 01/15/05 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Date Assigned to Century Station: 10/28/07 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 1 

Prior Founded Force Incident(s): ЖЕШ 


Julio Jove, Deputy, ПИ 


Work History 

Date of Employment: 09/17/00 
Date Assigned to Patrol: 

Date Completed Patrol Training: 

Date Assigned to Century Station: 04/09/06 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 1 

Prior Founded Force Incident(s): [x 


Suspects 


Saucedo, Guillermo, DOB: 04/15/86, Male/Hispanic Black/Brown, 5'07" 150 ibs. 
ү го 


Sworn Witness 
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Deputy Robert Lavoie, "жш 
Field Operations Region 11 
Century Station 


Deput - ___ 


Civilian Witnesses: 

Several civilian witnesses were identified and interviewed by Century Station personnel 
and Homicide Investigators. These interviews were audio recorded. Summaries of these 
interviews and verbatim transcripts are included in this investigative book. 


Witness [EEE vas interviewed regarding her observations during this incident 
Refer to Homicide Investigators Supplemental Report ог a summary of Witnes: 
statement (Exhibit A, page 17). 


Witness тес Suspect Saucedo to the party. While at the party Witness ШИ 
saw a deputy make contact with Suspect Saucedo. Witness Illia save Suspect 
Saucedo retrieve a handgun from his pants and fire it at the deputy. Witness ШИ 
made the statement that what happened was Suspect Saucedo’s fault 


Witness ë interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding her 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness statement (Exhibit A, page 18). 


Witness [heard gunshots, but did not see the actual shooting 


Witness EE was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding her 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included іп this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness Batement (Exhibit A, раде 18). 


Witness [EE vas walking out of the party when she heard gunfire. She looked back 
and saw deputies firing at Suspect Saucedo. 


Witness j= = =f was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding her 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness И 1 еглеп (Exhibit A, page 19). 


Witness | walking out of the party when she heard gunfire. She looked back 
and saw deputies firing at Suspect Saucedo. 
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Witness [NM was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding her 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness | statement (Exhibit A, page 19). 


Witness [Hic not get into the party before it was shut down, and did not see the 
shooting. 


Witness 2s interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding her 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 


recordingis included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness И statement (Exhibit A, page 19). 


Witness ИШ not get into the party before it was shut down, and did not see the 
shooting. 


Witness [iE vas interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding 
her observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness 2: пег (Exhibit A, page 19). 


Witness | ____ | that while she was walking toward the front of the location, she 
heard a gunshot, and turned to see a male deputy holding on to a male suspect who was 
holding agun. Witness hen saw a male deputy and a female deputy draw their 
weapons. Witness hen ran to the front of the location. While running she heard 
additional gunshots. 


Witness АШ was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding her 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness {statement (Exhibit A, page 20). 


Witness Що not witness the incident. 


Witness Ee 2s interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding his 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness [statement (Exhibit A, page 21). 


мете о И saw Suspect Saucedo retrieve а Ше from his waistband, manipulate 


the slice with both hands and fire around. Witness saw a deputy wrestle Suspect 
Saucedo from behind. Witness [then tan to the rear yard and hid behind a car. 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 4019 SH 2248403 


Witness И was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding his observations 
during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio recording is included 
in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary of Witness 
statement (Exhibit A, page 21). 


Witness И saw a deputy and a male suspect struggling with each other. During the 
struggle Мег НИ saw the suspect fall to the ground and saw a gun fall onto the 
pavement near the suspect. М/!пез | еп heard several gunshots. 


Witness za was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding his 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report fora summary 
of Witness ____| statement (Exhibit A, page 22). 


Witness | 5 an altercation between а deputy and Suspect Saucedo. Witness 

saw the suspect pull a handgun from his waistband and fire a round during the 
struggle. Witness ШШЕ got scared and put his head down. He then heard several 
gunshots. 


Witness | ______ КЕ interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding his 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report ог а summary 
of Witness statement (Exhibit A, page 23). 


Уе гу, Suspect Saucedo pull a gun from his waistband, and heard the sound 
of a pistol slide being manipulated. Witness ШИ turned his head, and heard a 
gunshot. 


Witness N 2: interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding his 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness J statement (Exhibit A, page 24). 


MaS dia not witness any portion of the incident. 

Witness [б Se Aa was interviewed by Homicide Investigators regarding his 
observations during the incident. This interview was audio recorded and the audio 
recording is included in this investigation. Refer to the Supplemental Report for a summary 
of Witness HEB statement (Exhibit A, page 24). 

Witness ME- i< not witness any portion of the incident. 


Injuries 
Suspect Guillermo Saucedo - Multiple gunshot wounds to the torso and legs (Deceased). 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 5019 SH 2248403 


Deputy Armando Hernandez - Contusion to his forehead, abrasions and pain to the left 
knee and left elbow. 


Physical Evidence 
For a list of physical evidence refer to Homicide Investigator’s Suppiemental Reports and 


Evidence List indicating evidence recovered during the investigation (Exhibit A, page 8 
& 31). 


For additional evidence collected and photographs taken refer to Scientific Services 
Bureau's Supplemental Reports indicating evidence located, sketched and photographed 
during this investigation (Exhibit A, page 26, 27 and 23). 


For evidence located during the autopsy refer to the “Evidence Log" portion of he autopsy 
report (Exhibit A, page 105). 


Investigators Observations 

IAB Investigators observed the scene during a “walk-through” conducted by Homicide 
Investigators. The observations of the Investigators are detailed in Нотісійе'ѕ 
Supplemental Report (Exhibit A, page 12). 


Weapon used by Deputies 
Deputy Raquel Gonzales 
Beretta 92F, 9mm handgun serial ВЕ И 


Deputy Armando Hernandez 
Heckler and Koch USP, .45 caliber handgun, serial МЕНИ 


Deputy Julio Jove 
Heckler and Koch USP, .45 caliber handgun, serial EO | 


Weapon used by Suspect 


Glock 22, .40 caliber, handgun, serial ШШ 


Property Damage 
None 


Criminal Investigator 


Homicide Investigator, Sergeant Richard Garcia 
Homicide Investigator, Deputy Mitch Robison, 


Lighting and Weather Conditions 
The incident occurred at approximately 2335 hours and it was dark. The area was well lit 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY Page 6 of 9 SH 2248403 


from lighting on the house and an Aero Bureau helicopter flying above with the spot light 
illuminating the area. 


Involved Personnel Interviews 

IAB Lieutenant Roderick Kusch checked to see that Century Station Personnel, took 
reasonable steps to ensure that the involved deputies did not discuss the incident among 
themselves or with uninvolved persons prior to being interviewed by the assigned 
investigators. In addition, IAB Lieutenant Kusch checked to ensure that the deputies 
waited in the company of a supervisor until they provided a statement to the assigned 
investigators. 


Homicide investigators and internal Affairs investigators interviewed the involved and 
witness deputies. This is a summary based on statements given during the audio recorded 
interviews. For complete and detailed statements refer to the digital audio files and the 
verbatim transcripts, which are included in this investigative casebook. 


Deputy Julio Jove was interviewed regarding his observations and actions during this 
incident. These interviews were audio recorded and the verbatim transcripts are included 
in this investigation. For a summary of his interview with Homicide investigators refer to 
the Supplemental Report (Exhibit A, page 5). For the complete and detailed statements 
refer to the verbatim transcripts and/or digital audio files. 


Deputy Jove stated that when he arrived at the call for loud music ће took the handle, 
because he was familiar with the location and owner of the residence, as he had 
responded to loud party calls at this location on previous occasions (10-12 times 
previously). 


Deputy Jove stated there was a sergeant present, sufficient deputy personnel and Aero 
Bureau. Prior to entering the location the involved personnel coordinated their response, 
and pre-planned their entry with deputies assigned specific duties and positions. Deputy 
Jove made contact with the owner of the residence who was cooperative, and allowed 
them entry into the party for the purposes of dispersing the party goers. 


The coordinated plan was put into motion and the deputies entered the backyard of the 
location, dispersing party goers as they made their way to the back of the yard to make 
contact with the DJ and band in order to have the music turned off. 


Deputy Jove was side by side with Deputy Gonzales, dispersing the party, when he saw 
Deputy Hernandez tackle a male subject. While falling to the ground, Deputy Hernandez 
rolled over the top of the suspect and away from the suspect. Deputy Jove saw the 
suspect was on his hands and knees and was pushing himself up with his right hand. 
Deputy Jove saw that the suspect had a handgun in his left hand and the handgun was 
raised up under the suspect’s right armpit. Fearing for his life, the lives of fellow deputies, 
and the party goers, Deputy Jove fired his duty weapon approximately four times striking 
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the suspect. The suspect fell flat onto the ground with his hand and the handgun 
underneath his body. While reassessing the threat, Deputy Jove saw that the suspect 
continued to move. Fearing the suspect was attempting to get up and fire upon him, 
Deputy Jove fired another round. 


Deputy Jove said the suspect stopped moving, and he yelled for the other deputies to stop 
firing. Deputy Jove handcuffed the suspect while other deputies covered him at gun point. 
Deputy Jove then checked the area for additional! threats. 


Deputy Raquel Gonzales was interviewed regarding her observations and actions during 
this incident. These interviews were audio recorded and the verbatim transcripts are 
included in this investigation. For a summary of Deputy Gonzales’ interview with Homicide 
investigators refer to the Supplemental Report (Exhibit A, page 4). For the complete and 
detailed statements refer to the verbatim transcripts and/or digital audio files. 


Deputy Gonzales responded to a loud music call at the incident location, Upon her arrival 
the call was coordinated by Deputy Jove. She entered the back yard of the location with 
Deputies Hernandez and Jove in order to disperse the crowd and turn the music off. 
Shortly after the music was turned off, Deputy Gonzales heard a gunshot. Deputy 
Gonzales looked in the direction of the sound and saw Deputy Hernandez on the ground 
with a male suspect engaged in what appeared to be a fight. Deputy Gonzales saw the 
male suspect attempting to get up from the ground, using his right hand to push himself 
off the ground. Deputy Gonzales saw that the suspect had a handgun in his left hand and 
it was raised towards his right arm, pointing in her direction. Fearing for her life, Deputy 
Gonzales fired severai rounds from her firearm at the suspect striking him. The suspect 
fell to the ground but continued to move and appeared to be trying to get up again. Deputy 
Gonzales fired a second volley and the suspect stopped all movement. 


Deputy Gonzales said she covered the suspect at gun-point while Deputy Jove handcuffed 
the suspect. 


Deputy Armando Hernandez was interviewed regarding his observations and actions 
during this incident. These interviews were audio recorded and the verbatim transcripts 
are included in this investigation. For a summary of his interview with Homicide 
investigators refer to the Supplemental Report (Exhibit A, page 3). For the complete and 
detailed statements refer to the verbatim transcripts and/or digital audio files. 


Deputy Hernandez said while dispersing a loud party he went to the rear of the location 
and asked the band and deejay to stop the music. After the music was tumed off Deputy 
Hernandez saw two male subjects that stood out from the rest of the party goers. Deputy 
Hernandez observed their attire and tattoos and recognized them to be gang members. 
Knowing that gang members often carry weapons and their style of dress is designed to 
conceal those weapons, Deputy Hernandez made contact with the two subjects. As 
Deputy Hernandez did a cursory pat-down of the first subject, the second subject looked 
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at Deputy Hernandez and began to walk away. 


Deputy Hernandez reached out and grabbed ће subject’s (Suspect Saucedo) shirtin order 
to make contact with him. Suspect Saucedo reached into his waistband and retrieved a 
handgun with his right hand. With his left hand, Suspect Saucedo manipulated the slide 
chambering a round into the chamber. This action happened very fast while Deputy 
Hernandez was in close proximity to the suspect. Deputy Hernandez’ first reaction was to 
grab Suspect Saucedo and try to wrap the suspect's arms so that he could not extend 
them and fire at anyone. 


Deputy Hernandez grabbed Suspect Saucedo and they both fell to the ground. Deputy 
Hernandez heard a gunshot very close to his head, and when they hit the ground Deputy 
Hernandez rolled over Suspect Saucedo’s back striking the ground hard. Deputy 
Hernandez scooted away from the suspect, stood and fired his weapon atthe suspect, who 
was getting to his feet with the gun in his hand. 
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May 9, 2011 


Captain David Smith 

Homicide Bureau 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
5747 Rickenbacker Road 

Commerce, California 90040 


RE: J.S. I. D. File No. 09-0504 
Г.А... File No. # 009-15336-2117-013 


Dear Captain Smith: 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the August 7, 2009, fatal shooting of Guillermo Saucedo by Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Department (LASD) Deputies Armando Hernandez, Raquel Gonzales and Julio 
Jove. We have concluded that Deputies Hernandez, Gonzales and Jove acted lawfully in self- 
defense and defense of others. 


The following analysis is based upon investigative reports, property reports, analyzed evidence 
reports, and witness statements taken during the investigation by the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department (LASD), and submitted to this office by Sergeant Richard Garcia. The 
District Attorney Command Center was notified of the shooting at approximately 12:35 a.m. on 
August 8, 2009, The District Attorney Response Team, comprised of Deputy District Attorney 
Christina Buckley and District Attorney Senior — | responded to the 
location. They were given a briefing of the circumstances surrounding the shooting and a “walk- 
through” of the scene. Compelled statements were not considered in this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On August 7, 2009, LASD deputies responded to a residence on Waldorf Drive in the City of 
Lynwood to disperse a loud party of approximately 200 people. Deputy Julio Jove was familiar 
with the residence, having responded to disperse parties on previous occasions. Jove coordinated 
the assisting deputies and requested the assistance of a helicopter unit. After the air 
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unit gave a dispersal order, Jove and seven or eight other deputies entered the rear yard of the 
residence to direct the guests toward the front using their flashlights. As people began to leave 
the rear yard, Deputy Hernandez noticed two males talking to a group of females. One of the 
males had a large gang tattoo on his shaved head; both were wearing their shirts over their 
waistbands. When Deputy Hernandez asked the males if they had any weapons, they did not 
reply. As Deputy Hernandez began to search one of the males, the other, Guillermo Saucedo, 
began to walk away. Hernandez told Saucedo to “come here” and grabbed his shirt. Saucedo 
turned toward Hernandez and removed a handgun from his waistband.' Saucedo pulled the slide 
back to chamber a round in the gun. Hernandez grabbed Saucedo from behind to pin Saucedo’s 
upper arms against his body and yelled “Gun! Gun! Gun!” As Hernandez and Saucedo fell to 
the ground, Hernandez heard gunshots and felt the percussions near his right ear.? Hernandez 
rolled away from Saucedo and fired five rounds from his service weapon at Saucedo who was 
moving on the ground. Deputy Jove yelled cease fire after Saucedo stopped moving. Saucedo 
was handcuffed. Responding paramedics pronounced Saucedo dead at the scene. 


Deputy Jove saw Hernandez tackle Saucedo while yelling “Gun!” Saucedo began to get up with 
a gun in his left hand. Jove fired several rounds from his service weapon at Saucedo. Ѕееіп, 

that Saucedo was still moving with a gun in his hand, Jove fired several more rounds at him.” 
Saucedo fell face down with his hands in front of him. Jove told the other deputies to cease fire. 
Jove handcuffed Saucedo and turned him on his back. Saucedo’s gun was recovered near his 
right shoulder. 


Deputy Raquel Gonzales also heard Deputy Hernandez yell “Gun!” and saw him and Saucedo on 
the ground. As Saucedo began to stand up, he had his right hand on the ground and a gun in his 
left hand. Saucedo pointed the gun at Deputy Gonzales and then at Hernandez. Gonzales fired 
her service weapon at Saucedo. As Saucedo continued to move on the ground, Gonzales fired a 
second volley of rounds at him.’ Saucedo stopped moving and Deputy Jove yelled cease fire. 


On August 8, 2009, at approximately 2:50 a.m., investigators interviewed ____ one 
of the party guests and a friend of Saucedo, | sa the helicopter above the location and 
heard the disc jockey ask everyone to leave the area. She saw a deputy try to grab Saucedo’s 
hands from behind as Saucedo tried to walk away. As the deputy was holding one of his hands, 
Saucedo reached into his front pants pocket with his other hand and retrieved a dark object, 
which [К realized was a gun. Saucedo raised the gun along the right side of his head 
and pointed it towards the deputy behind him. HB card a gunshot. The deputy released 
Saucedo, backed away and drew his gun. Saucedo fell to the ground on his hands and knees. 


! Saucedo was armed with a Glock Model 22, .40 caliber S&W semiautomatic firearm. 

2 Saucedo’s firearm was recovered with one expended cartridge case jammed in the slide. A second .40 caliber 
casing was recovered on the ground. The evidence shows that Saucedo fired two rounds. 

? Deputy Jove fired a total of five rounds. 

+ Deputy Gonzales fired a total of five rounds. 
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The gun fell under him. As soon as Saucedo landed on the ground, the deputy who had tried to 
grab him and a female deputy began firing at him. 


Other Party Guests 


Five additional witnesses who had been attending the party saw Saucedo with a gun in his hand 
as he was contacted by the deputy. Three of these witnesses either saw or heard Saucedo 
chamber a round in the firearm. One of these witnesses saw Saucedo fire the gun at the deputy; 
another saw him fire it into the ground. 


Autopsy 


On August 12, 2009, Deputy Medical Examiner Ogbonna Chinwah conducted a post mortem 
examination on Saucedo’s body and determined the cause of death to be multiple gunshot 
wounds. The toxicology report indicated the presence of cocaine, marijuana and alcohol in his 
system. 


LEGAL ANALYSIS 


California law permits the use of deadly force in self-defense or in the defense of others if it 
reasonably appears to the person claiming the right of self-defense or the defense of others that 
he actually and reasonably believed that he or others were in imminent danger of great bodily 
injury or death. (People у. Williams (1977) 75 Cal. App.3d 731.) 


In protecting himself or another, a person may use all force which he believes reasonably 
necessary and which would appear to a reasonable person, in the same or similar circumstances, 
to be necessary to prevent the injury which appears to be imminent. (California Criminal Jury 
Instructions 3470.) 


When the peril is swift and imminent and the necessity for action immediate, the law does not 
weigh into nice scales the conduct of the assailed and say he shall not be justified in killing 
because ће might have resorted to other means to secure his safety. (People у. Collins (1961) 189 
Cal. App.3d 575). 


CONCLUSION 


The evidence examined in this investigation shows that the involved deputies responded to a 
complaint of a loud party. When Deputy Hernandez contacted Saucedo, Saucedo removed a 
handgun from his waist area. Deputy Hernandez tried to control Saucedo’s arms by grabbing 
Saucedo from behind to prevent him from firing the gun. Despite the efforts of Deputy 
Hernandez, Saucedo managed to fire twice attempting to kill Deputy Hernandez. In imminent 
danger of great bodily injury or death to themselves and others in the area, Deputies Hernandez, 
Gonzales and Jove fired their service weapons at Saucedo, killing him and ending the threat. 
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Given the rapidly evolving, life-threatening situation that confronted Deputies Hernandez, 
Gonzales and Jove, we conclude they acted lawfully in self-defense and defense of others. We 
are therefore closing our file and will take no further action in this matter. 


Very truly yours, 


STEVE COOLEY 
District Attorney a 


By | yi 


1А$ОК?. LUSTIG 
Deputy District Attorney 
(213) 974-3888 


c: Deputy Armando Hernandez 2 | 
Deputy Raquel Gonzales 
Deputy Julio Jove 


